Spring Semester 2020:

Distance Learning Assignments: US

Each week, there will be a reading assignment from your textbook. For each assignment, you will need to read the assigned
pages AND:

1. Write a 5+ sentence summary in your own words of the material covered in the reading.
2. Include 2 vocabulary definitions from the reading. The definitions should be in your own words.

3. You will need to email me at dalmasc@luhsd.net your summary and vocabulary. (both should be in the same email.)
BE SURE TO INCLUDE IN YOUR EMAIL YOUR FULL NAME (First and last) AND Period AND THE TITLE OF THE READING

ASSIGNMENT. (for example, US Reading Assigment Week One)

You can email throughout each week day (Monday through Friday) 8:15 a.m. - 3:00p.m. if you have any questions.
Email: dalmasc@Iluhsd.net



2. The Rise of Black Power and Black Pride

Martin Luther King Jr. visited Los Angeles after the Watts riot to
investigate what had happened and why, but King was booed by Watts
residents who had lost faith in his strategy and goals. Nonviolent
resistance eroded barriers to integration in the South. But these
victories had taken ten years, and many urban blacks were impatient for
change. Plus, they were unsure whether they wanted to integrate into a
white society that they deemed racist and corrupt. As activism spread
beyond the South, the civil rights movement was changing.

Malcolm X Advocates Black Nationalism One of the foremost leaders
in driving civil rights change was a former convict named Malcolm X.
Bornin 1925 as Malcolm Little, Malcolm X strayed into a life of crime
during his teenage years and was eventually arrested and jailed. In
prison, he was introduced to the teachings of Elijah Muhammad, the
leader of a religious group known as the Nation of Islam, or Black
Muslims. Muhammad asserted that blacks were Earth's first people, but
that they had been tricked out of power and long oppressed by evil
whites. Of Muhammad’s appeal to African American convicts, Malcom

X later wrote,

Here is a black man caged behind bars, probably for years, put
there by the white man ... You let this caged up black man start
thinking, the same way | did when | first heard Elijah
Muhammad's teachings: let him start thinking how, with better
breaks when he was young and ambitious he might have been a

lawyer, a doctor, a scientist, anything . .. That's why black
prisoners become Muslims so fast when Elijah Muhammad'’s
teachings filter into their cages. .. “The white man is the devil”
is a perfect echo of that black convict’s lifelong experience.

—Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 1964

After discharge from prison in 1952, Malcolm Little joined the
Nation of Islam. He also changed his name to Malcolm X, stating that
“Little” was the name of a white slave-owner. He chose X because “a
Negro in America can never know his true family name, or even what
tribe he was descended from.” He quickly became the Nation of Islam’s

most effective preacher. In 1959, he was featured in a weeklong television

special called The Hate That Hate Produced, which garnered widespread
attention for Malcolm and the Nation of Islam.

As a Black Muslim, Malcolm X rejected the goals of the early civil rights
movement. Rather than seek integration, the Nation of Islam promoted black

nationalism, a doctrine that called for complete separation from white
society. Black Muslims worked to become independent from whites by
establishing their own businesses, schools, and communities.

Malcolm X also rejected nonviolence as a strategy to enact change.
Speaking to a group of black teenagers in New York City in 1964, he said,

If the leaders of the nonviolent movement can go to the white
community and teach nonviolence, good. I'd go along with that.
But as long as | see them teaching nonviolence only in the black
community, we can't go along with that... If black people alone
are going to be the ones who are nonviolent, then it's not fair.
We throw ourselves off guard. In fact, we disarm ourselves and
make ourselves defenseless.
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As a Black Muslim minister,
Malcolm X supported black
nationalism, saying, “The only way
the black people who are in this
society can be saved is not to
integrate into this corrupt society
but separate ourselves from it,
reform ourselves, lift up our moral
standards and try and be godly.” His
ultimate goal differed from Martin
Luther King Jr.'s fight for
integration with whites. Later,
Malcom X separated from the Black
Muslims to initiate a broad,
nonracial appeal for human rights.



By the time of this speech, Malcolm X had split with the Nation of Islam.
During a pilgrimage to the Muslim holy city of Mecca in 1964, he met
Muslims of all races, including “blonde-haired, blued-eyed men | could call my
brothers.” Upon his return home, Malcolm X converted to orthodox Islam
and reached out to people of all races, making a broader call for human
rights. This shift upset many Black Muslims, and in 1965, three members of
the Nation of Islam assassinated Malcolm X while he was speaking in New
York City.

SNCC Stands Up for Black Power A year after Malcolm X's death, SNCC
leader Stokely Carmichael introduced black power to the civil rights
movement. Black power had a variety of meanings, including political power,
economic power, and pride in being black. In a speech discussing black power,
Carmichael observed that,

This country knows what power is. It knows it very well. And it
knows what Black Power is ‘cause it deprived black people of it
for 400 years. So it knows what Black Poweris...

We are on the move for our liberation ... The question is, Will
white people overcome their racism and allow for that to
happen in this country? If that does not happen, brothers and
sisters, we have no choice but to say very clearly, "Move over,
or we're going to move on over you.”

—Stokely Carmichael, speech in Berkeley, California, 1966

Carmichael later converted SNCC from an integrated organization to an
all-black organization. “We cannot have white people working in the black
community,” he argued. Black people must be seen in positions of power,
doing and articulating [speaking] for themselves.”

Black Panthers Work for Self-Determination Bobby Seale and Huey
Newton were two of the many African Americans Malcom X had
influenced. In 1966, they founded the Black Panther Party in Oakland,
California, so named in order to send the world a message. An early

supporter explained, “The black panther was a vicious animal, who, if he
was attacked, would not back up. It was a political symbol that we were
here to stay and we were going to do whatever needed to be done to
survive.”

The Black Panther Party developed a 10-point platform outlining its

goals. The first and last points focused on self-determination. "“We want

The Black Panthers were militant
black nationalists who called for
economic and political equality for

freedom,” the platform began. “We want power to determine the
destiny of our Black Community.” Other demands included jobs, decent

housing, “education that teaches our true history,” and “an immediate African Americans. The
end to police brutality.” The platform also called on the United Nations organization's 10-point platform
to supervise a plebiscite, or a vote on a gquestion of importance, among detailed goals of black self-

determination. Members dressed in

military-style clothing and often
rarried onine ae 2 evmbal af hlack

African Americans to determine “the will of black people as to their
national destiny.”



While the Black Panthers provided services for blacks in their power.,
community, including establishing medical clinics and free children’s
breakfast programs, they were best known for their efforts to end
police mistreatment of blacks. To monitor street interactions between
police and black citizens, they sent observers carrying law books to

provide information about people’s rights, tape recorders to document
what was said, and shotguns to demonstrate that they were prepared to
defend themselves.

Because the Black Panthers carried weapons and were willing to
challenge police, law enforcement agencies viewed them as dangerous
radicals. Local police and FBI agents often raided Panthers’ offices and
homes, and when police confrontations turned violent, the Panthers
involved were arrested and jailed. With its legal troubles mounting, the
Black Panther Party dissolved by the mid-1970s.

Black Power at the Polls Brings Political Gains Many African
Americans believed that the concept of black power translated to black
political influence. Supported by the Voting Rights Act of 1965, civil
rights groups organized voter-registration campaigns across the South,

The civil rights movement
increased the number of black
voters, which led to the election of
more African Americans to

raising the number of southern blacks registered to vote from 1 million Congress. When the Congressional
in 1964 to 3.1 million in 1968. Black Caucus was founded in 1969,
it had only 13 members. By 2017, it

Across the United States, African American candidates successfully had grown to 49.
campaigned for both black and white votes. Edward Brooke of

Massachusetts was elected to the Senate in 1966, becoming the first

black senator since 1881, and two years later, Shirley Chisholm of New York

became the first black woman to be elected to the House of Representatives.

In 1969, African American House of Representatives members founded the

Congressional Black Caucus, which has worked over the years to address

legislative concerns of African American citizens.

Black politicians also proved victorious in state and local elections.
In 1967, Carl Stokes of Cleveland, Ohio, became the first black mayor of
amajor U.S. city, and six years later, Tom Bradley became the first black
mayor of Los Angeles. Bradley won by forging a powerful coalition that
included inner-city blacks, the Jewish community, and business and
labor leaders. “He built bridges to whites and to other groups,” noted a
political scientist, “without ever losing his commitment to the black
community.” Bradley was reelected four times, serving as mayor for 20
years.

African Americans also rose to prominence in the judicial branch of
government. Thurgood Marshall, who had argued Brown v. Board of
Education as the NAACP's lead attorney, was appointed as the first
black Supreme Court justice in 1967.




Black Pride: The Growth of Afrocentrism For many African
Americans, black power included taking pride in their African heritage.
This emphasis on African history, African culture, and the achievements
of African peoples and their descendants in the United States came to

be known as Afrocentrism. Afrocentric scholars argued that most In 1968, Shirley Chisholm became
schools’ history curriculum ignored the many contributions of African the first black woman elected to

peoples. In their view, Afrocentrism helped to balance the Eurocentric,
or European-centered, view of the past long taught to both black and

white American schoolchildren.

Congress. Chisholm was one of a
growing number of African
Americans elected to political office
as aresult of the civil rights

African Americans displayed pride in their heritage in numerous movement. In 1972, Chisholm ran

ways. College students advocated for African and African American

studies classes, while museums began to exhibit African
American history and art. Many blacks also dressed in
traditional African clothing, wore their hair in African

styles called Afros, and exchanged their Eurocentric names

for Afrocentric ones. In 1966, a black scholar invented an
Afrocentric holiday called Kwanzaa, which occurs each
year between December 26 and January 1. During
Kwanzaa, black Americans celebrate seven principles of
African American culture, including faith, creativity, and
unity.

Black writers expanded Afrocentric culture by writing
about their experiences. Poets like Nikki Giovanni and
playwrights like Amiri Baraka and August Wilson
embedded the struggles of African Americans into their
poems and plays. Novelists like Maya Angelou, Toni
Morrison, and Alice Walker wrote popular novels about
both past and present African American culture.

Roots, a 12-hour television miniseries on African
American life, became one of the most highly rated shows
in television history upon its release in 1977. Based on a

for president.

Kwanzaa is an African American holiday that
celebrates the rich history of African culture and
tradition in America. During Kwanzaa's seven-
day duration each year, African Americans
emphasize seven principles of their culture. This
picture displays a traditional Kwanzaa setting.

historical novel by Alex Haley, Roots followed several generations of an
enslaved black family. More than 250 colleges planned courses around the
broadcasts, and over 30 cities declared official “ Roots” weeks. Former
president of the Urban League Vernon Jordan called the miniseries “the
single most spectacular educational experience in race relations in America.”



3. The Federal Government Confronts Racism

On March 31, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. preached at the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C. In his sermon, King spoke frankly about
racism:

It is an unhappy truth that racism is a way of life for the vast
majority of white Americans, spoken and unspoken,
acknowledged and denied, subtle and sometimes not so subtle .
.. Something positive must be done. Everyone must share in
the guilt as individuals and as institutions. .. The hour has
come for everybody, for all institutions of the public sector and
the private sector to work to get rid of racism.

—Martin Luther King Jr., “Remaining Awake
Through a Great Revolution,” 1968

That hour never came for King. Four days later, he was assassinated in
Memphis, Tennessee, while attempting to support a sanitation workers’
strike. Ensuing riots erupted in over 100 cities, including Washington, D.C. As
dawn broke on April 6, 1968, a thick pall of smoke hung over the nation's
capital. In the wake of this tragedy, the federal government increased its
efforts to end racism and discrimination in American society.

Banning Racial Discrimination in Housing Before his death, King shifted
focus from integration to economic equality. As part of this campaign, he
took on racial discrimination in housing. African Americans faced challenges
to purchase or rent homes in many white neighborhoods. Landlords often
refused to rent to blacks. When they found homes to purchase, banks were
reluctant to give loans to black applicants.

Under King's leadership, the black community united with realtors and
bankers to encourage open housing in Chicago. But very little actually
changed. Days after King's assassination in 1968, Congress utilized King's
efforts and the current nationwide grief to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1968.
This law stipulated a fair-housing clause that banned discrimination in
housing sales and rentals and gave the federal government authority to file
lawsuits against fair-housing offenders.

Desegregating Public Schools In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled in Brown
v. Board of Education that school segregation was unconstitutional, ordering
schools a year later to desegregate “with all deliberate speed.” Despite this
order, a decade later only 1.2 percent of black children in the South attended
integrated schools.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 enabled the federal government to enforce
school desegregation. Government officials pressured school districts to
integrate by threatening to withhold federal funds if they failed to comply. By
1968, the percentage of African American students in the South attending
integrated schools had risen to 32 percent.



However, the Supreme Court was beginning to lose patience with school
districts that were slow to integrate. In the 1969 case Alexander v. Holmes
County Board of Education, involving a segregated Mississippi school district
attempting to delay integration, the Court reconsidered “with all deliberate
speed.” In the Court’s decision, Justice Hugo Black wrote,

There are many places still in this country where the schools
are either “white” or “Negro” and not just schools for all
children as the Constitution requires. In my opinion there is no
reason why such a wholesale deprivation of constitutional
rights should be tolerated another minute. | fear that this long
denial of constitutional rights is due in large part to the phrase
“with all deliberate speed.” | would do away with that phrase
completely.

—Alexander v. Holmes County Board of Education, 1969

Three years later, the Supreme Court debated school segregation in
Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education. This case raised
the question of whether de facto segregation caused by housing Protests against desegregation left
patterns was constitutional. In North Carolina’s Charlotte- this newly integrated classroom
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white or black neighborhoods and attended all-white or all-black slow after the Court's ruling in
schools. In 1970, a federal judge ordered the district to integrate its Brown v. Board of Education,
schools through busing, establishing a desegregation plan by which especially in the South. Southern

school districts often resisted

some students, including very young ones, would be bused to schools Rents :
desegregation, in varying degrees.

outside their neighborhoods to create racial balance.

The school district appealed to the Supreme Court, arguing that the
judge overstepped. In 1971, the Court delivered a unanimous decision that
upheld the judge’s busing plan. "We find no basis for holding that the local
school authorities may not be required to employ bus transportation as one
tool of school desegregation,” wrote Chief Justice Warren Burger.
“Desegregation plans cannot be limited to walk-in schools.”



Many school districts used busing methods to integrate schools. These
children are being bussed to a school in North Carolina in 1975. NAACP
leader Ruth Baston favored busing because schools in white
neighborhoods were better than schools in black neighborhoods. She
observed that where “there were a large number of white students, that's
where the care went. That's where the books went. That's where the
money went."

Using Busing to Achieve Racial Balance in Schools The Court’s approval of
busing to integrate schools generated controversy. Supporters argued that
busing was useful for ending school segregation, quoting studies that showed
black children received higher test scores when attending integrated
schoals. But many parents, black and white, strongly believed their children
should attend schools close to home. They worried about the effects of long
bus rides, especially on young children, and feared for the safety of children
bused into unfamiliar neighborhoods.

Nowhere was resistance to busing stronger than in the city of Boston,
Massachusetts. In 1974, a judge ordered the busing of 17,000 Boston
children to desegregate the city’s schools, an order that many white families
opposed. Resistance was particularly strong in South Boston, a mostly white
neighborhood.

When school began at South Boston High School that fall, 90 percent of
its white students boycotted classes, while black students walking from class
to board buses home were pelted with rocks. A white student was stabbed in
aracial confrontation at the school later that year, inciting an angry white
mob that trapped 135 black students in the school building for four hours. A
force of 500 police officers was sent to South Boston High—which had only
400 students—to maintain order.

Over the next two years, an estimated 20,000 white students left
Boston's public schools entirely to avoid busing. Some attended private
schools, while others moved with their families to the suburbs. As a result,
blacks and Hispanics comprised the majority of Boston's school population
by 1976.

Despite public resistance, courts continued to enforce the Brown
decision. By 1976, almost half of black students in the South attended
schools with a majority of white students. In comparison, only 27.5 percent
of black students in the Northeast attended integrated schools.



Fighting Racism in the Workplace Through Affirmative Action The
Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed hiring discrimination based on race,
religion, gender, or national origin, but many argued that simply
“leveling the playing field” was inadequate. As President Lyndon
Johnson observed in a speech to graduates of Howard University,

You do not take a person who for years has been hobbled by
chains and liberate him, bring him up to the starting line of a
race and then say, “you're free to compete with all the others,”
and still justly believe that you have been completely fair. Thus
it is not enough just to open the gates of opportunity. All our
citizens must have the ability to walk through those gates.

—Lyndon Johnson, Howard University, 1965

Johnson argued for stronger legislation to counteract discrimination
that had long denied equal opportunities to minorities. One policy by
which to achieve this was known as affirmative action, which called on
employers to actively seek to increase the number of minorities in their

workforce.

Affirmative action was first introduced by President John F.
Kennedy in 1961, when he issued an executive order requiring that
contractors working with the federal government “take affirmative
action” to hire minorities. President Johnson expanded upon Kennedy's
policy by including women, and he also required contractors to possess
written affirmative action plans. “This is the next and more profound
stage of the battle for civil rights,” Johnson said. “We seek . .. not just
equality as a right and a theory, but equality as a fact and as a result.”

President Richard Nixon significantly furthered affirmative action
policy. In an executive order, he required government contractors to
develop “an acceptable affirmative action program™ that included “goals
and timetables.”

Equalizing Opportunities Through Preferential Treatment Although

many Americans agree with affirmative action goals, its implemented
practices have been notably controversial. An affirmative action plan may set
specific goals, such as numbers of minority or women workers to be hired
and may include a timetable with dates for achieving those goals. Yet it may
also give preferential treatment for some groups, or give preference to a
minority or female job applicant because of that person’s ethnicity or gender.
Many believed preferential treatment was unfairly discriminatory against

white males.

During the 1960s, many colleges and universities adopted affirmative
action plans to attract more minority students. Members of minority groups
were often given preferential treatment over white students who were
equally or more qualified. Such treatment was necessary, admissions officers
argued, to increase opportunities for minorities and to create a diverse
student body.

Affirmative action policies
increased the number of minority
students attending U.S. colleges
and universities. In 1978, the
Supreme Court ruled in Regents of
the University of California v. Bakke
that race could be a criterion for
school admissions as long as it was
not the only factor considered.
Note that the term “nonresident
alien” in the graphs refers to fareign
students.



In the late 1970s, a white male named Allan Bakke challenged
preferential treatment in university admissions. Bakke had twice applied for
admission to the University of California Davis School of Medicine, and he
was rejected both times. In contrast, minority candidates with lower grade
point averages and test scores were being admitted under a special
admissions program. Bakke concluded that he had been refused admission
because he was white and sued the school for reverse discrimination.

In 1977, Regents of the University of California v. Bakke reached the
Supreme Court. After hearing arguments from both sides, the Court was

deeply divided. Four justices were firmly against any consideration of race in
university admissions, while another four felt just as strongly that race
should be considered. The remaining justice, Lewis Powell, believed race
should be used as a criterion in choosing students, but opposed the
University of California’s preferential treatment system. Writing for the
majority, Powell cautioned, “Racial and ethnic classifications of any sort are
inherently suspect and call for the most exacting judicial scrutiny.”

The Court’s ruling narrowly upheld affirmative action by declaring that
race could be used as a criterion in admissions decisions. However, the ruling
also stated that racial quotas were unconstitutional and that race could not
be used as the sole criterion. The Court ordered the university to admit
Bakke to medical school, but its ruling did not end the debate over
affirmative action and preferential treatment for women and minorities.



